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December Work

Easpberries should have suckers re-
moved.

Order new fruit trees if not already done.
Delay in planting is the cause of many

Vegetables.

Frost should not harm cabbage, broad
bean seedlings, etc., unless the plants are
lifted out of the ground. After a frost,
the earth should be pressed round the
stems of the seedlings.

Celery should be earthed up for the
last time.

To obtain early potatoes, set a few
tubers in shallow boxes this month and
plant in the cold frame in the New Year.
Blanch endive by covering with pots and
adding a surround of litter. Cover Seakale
for forcing. Clear herb beds of weeds
and dead tops.

Trench celery beds when the crop is
finished and prepare them for onions.

Examine potatoes, carrots, beet, and
onions in store and destroy any that show
signs of decay.

Under Glass.

Choice dahlia roots may be placed in
heat at the end of the month for flowering
in May.

Chrysanthemums, after flowering, should
be cut down to within a few inches of
the soil level.

Weak growths should be cut out from the
base.

Put a layer, an inch thick, of leaf-mould
and sifted loam, over the' soil surface in
the pots, and water frequently (without
^allowing them to become sodden) to en-
* courage fresh growths.

When the new shoots are 3 in. high they
will be ready to make cuttings for next
season's plants.

Plants from the mixed border may be
lifted into the greenhouse; in a frost-proof
greenhouse, lilies can be potted now. For
early supplies, tomatoes and beans may be
sown in pots.

The first batch of strawberries for forc-
ing should be brought into the greenhouse.

Temperature is an important factor in
the greenhouse this month.

Air the greenhouse in the mornings to
keep it free from unnecessary dampness.
Air on the side away from winds.

"During dull and cold w%ather watering

should almost cease. Keep the stages
clean and burn all dead leaves to prevent
mildew.

Force Rhubarb; this can be done in the
greenhouse. Lift one or two roots, with
plenty of soil round them.

Plant them in boxes, cover with more
soil, and a layer of coconut fibre.

Stand the boxes under the greenhouse
s, and keep them watered as neces-

RIDGING IMPROVES THE

SOIL

Leave heavy land in ridges after digging to
expose the soil to the action of frosts.

sary. Early stems of good colour will then
be available before any other fruit is ripe.

Rhubarb can also be forced in the open,
by covering the stools with inverted boxes,
or pots. A layer of strawy manure over
and around the boxes will assist.

Beautify the greenhouse by lifting some
of the plants from the mixed borders and
bringing them on quickly under glass.

Lift them with plenty of soil round the
roots, and pot them very carefully so tbat
they receive no check.

Suitable plants for such treatment are:

Andromeda; Azalea; Beutzia; Dielytra;
Hydrangea; Solomon's Seal; Spiraea;
Violets.

In addition to these, Cinerarias and
Primulas should be almost ready to flower,
and their pots should be stood in the
lightest part of the greenhouse, to hasten
the opening of flower buds.

Bulbs fr* fibre are showing Sower stems.